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FRIENDLY. ADMONITION. 


T _ dirs to * ſock 3 —_ 

among theſe no doubt ſome well-meaning| and 
conſcientious Perſons, running into Gourſes ſo 
- ſeverely condemned in Scripture, and ſ@;mani- 
= feſtiy hurtful-· to the Intereſts of Religion; and ſo 
few giving them lves the Trouble to them 
with their Error, or appriſe them of their Danger. 


The Taſk, it muſt be owned, is not invitivig; nor at» 
tended with any great Probability of Succeſs for few 


can bear being told their Faults, and fewer ſtill are 
willing to reform them: But in ſore Caſes it is n 
Duty of ſtrict Obligation, to tell our Neighbour his 
Faults, and to reprove him in any-wiſe, and not W 
fer Sin upon him. And though the Generality, - an 
by far the greateſt Part of all Sets and Parties in Re- 

ligion, are ſtrangely. wedded to their own Opinions, 


and averſe to every thing which; makes againſt them; 


yet in all great Bodies of Men there is a certain Num - 


ber, however ſmall they may be, who love the. Truth, 


and who would embrace it if they were fairly aoquaint · 
ed with itz who are willing to be informed, and can even 
bear to be admoniſhed: And for their fake, if not for 
others, ſome Trouble ought to be'taken, Though the 
Giddy, the Vain, the Self-willed, and Self-conceited, 
deſpiſe Advice, and diſdain Admonition, the Conſci - 
entious and Well-meaning,: the Upright and Sober 


minded, will reverence the Truth when they fee it; 


and though they do not, and perhaps cannot immedi- 


ately embrace it, yet they dare not reject it. Their 
Pride and Self- will "or Pride and Self-will are doo pre- 
valent in the deſt) may put them on Methods of ba 
fling the Evidence, or evading the Force of Truth; 
but their Reaſon and their Conſcience are always on its 
Side: So that any one who is poſſeſſed of the Truth, 
. conſcious to himſelf of the Uprightneſs of bis own 

A | Intentions, 
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Intentions, may with great Freedom, nd alſo with 
good Hope of Succeſs, addreſs himſelf to theſe. And 
to thole principally, if not to theſe alone, I would di- 
rect what I have to ſay on this Subject. | 
I am told, and I have Reaſon to believe, that many 
of you have deſerted the Church of Scotland on this 
nge Conſidęration, That ſhe is chargeable with De- 
fections and Backſlidings. This of itſelf, admitting it 
to be true; cannot juſtify your Seceſſion; for this plain 
Reaſon, That all Churches are more or leſs chargeable 
with! Defections and Backſlidings; it being as impoſ- 
ſible to find a Church or Society of Chriſtians, Who 
will nat in ſome Degree depart from its fundamental 
Principles, as to find a Houſe which will not deviate 
more or leſs from the ſtrait Rule by which: it is built: 
So that if we are to quit the Church or Society of which 
we are Members on account of its Defections, we 
maſt ! by. the ſame Rule quit the next into which we 
enter, on account of its: Defections; and thus muſt be 
ſeceding without End, and going from Church to 
Church, in queſt of Wbat is never to be found, a 
Church that will not backſlide. It is not alledged, 
that the Doctrine of the Church of Scotland is con- 
trary to the Scriptures; that her Diſeipline is con - 
trary to ſound Morals; or that her Worſhip is ſuch: 
as a good Chriſtian cannot join in with a good Con- 
ſeience. But it is alledged, that ſhe hath' Backſlidings 6 
and DefeRions, Faults and Failings. And in ſupport 
of this Allegation, the utmoſt Induſtry is uſed to pick 
up and gather together every Blemiſh and Defect, 
very wrong Deciſion and falſe Meaſure, which can be 
charged againſt her; that ſo, by blackening the Church, 
you may Juſtify yourſelves. But is this fair Dealing ? 5 
Would it be thought Juſt or charitable to treat any 
ſingle Chriſtian in the ſame manner in which you 
treat the Church? And how would you love to be 
ſo dealt with yourſelves? Let me ſuppoſe, that ſome 
one of your | Neighbours ſhould complain to your 
children of the Management of your Family-affairs; 


"gr Foo oth were 150 as they ought to be, _ as: 
they 
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1 were wont to be in your „Father s. or rac, 
father's Time; and by ſuch Suggeſtions endeayour- 


ed to. alienate their Affections from you, and their 
Brethren and Siſters; would you not bitterly com plain 
of ſuch Proceedings, even though thè Fhings alledged 


were partly true? And if your; Children gave Ear to 


ſuch Complaints, and ſuffered themſelves to be ſo far in⸗ 
fluenced by them, as on that account to quit the amily, 


and renounce all Relation to you and your other Chil- 
dren; would you not think they actech an undutiful and 
unnatural Part? No doubt you would. Now, what 


if the Church of Scotland ſmould enter this Charge a- 


gainſt you? or what if your own Conſcience ſhall ſome 


time hence enter this Charge i in. behalf of the Church? 


How will you anſwer it? You. are at preſent under no 
Apprehenſions of any ſuch Charge; but you ought to 
conſider, that your Minds, may be, are preſently under 
the Influence of Prejudice and Paſſions; and you ought 
alſo to take it into your ſerious; Conſideration, that a 
Time is coming when Paſſion and Prejudice will be ſi- 
lenced, and all the Miſts ariſing from them will be 
driven away like Smoak before the Wind; and that then 
our Actions, and the Actions of other People, will ap- 
pear in a very different Light from that in which they 


appear at preſent. 


But the Generality of you, not DR ED! with char- 
ging the Church with Defections and Backſlidings, 
have alledged, that ſhe is become ſo corrupt, as that you 
cannot any longer continue in her Communion; but 
are obliged in Conſcience to ſeparate from her, and to 


lift up the Standard of a Teſtimony againſt her. This 


is a heavy Charge againſt the Church, and would need 
to be well ſupported. When you ſay of the Church 


of Scotland, that ſhe hath ws and Failings, Back- 


ſlidings and Defections, you ſay no more than what 
may be ſaid of any Church: But when you eharge her 
with ſuch. Corruptions as render it impoſſible for a 
good Chriſtian to hold Communion with her, you al- 
ledge what ought not to be ſaid of any Body of Chri- 


| * but on the beſt Proof. If one ſays of my! F riend, 


1 my 


diſpute, chat the 
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my Kinſman or Acquaintance, that he hath Faults 
and Failings; T let it paſs, becauſe every one is charge- 
able with Faults and Failings: But if one will go fur- 
ther, and ſay of my Friend, that he is a Perſon: of 


ſuch worthleſs Character, that no honeſt Man will 


keep him Company; I will oblige him to prove what 
he ſays, or reject it with Indignation as a vile and un- 


juſt Calumny. This Juſtice is due to a Friend, a 
Neighbour, or Acquaintance ; and is due from you to 
the Church: And therefore you muſt not content your=- 


felves with ſtrong Aſſertions, (for ir is eaſy to alledge, 


and by Allegations' to defame the beft Man, or the 


beſt Society of Men); but you muſt ſupport what you 
alledge with full Proof; otherwiſe, in place of a Vindi- 


cation, you involve yourſelves in greater Guile, 


Fou have been told, that the Church of Scotland 
hath ſuffered great Incroachments to be made on her 


Authority by the Civil Magiſtrate ; that the hath been 


flack in cenſuring Hereticsz and that ſhe herfelf hath 
made Incroachments on the Rights of the Chriſtian 
People in the Settlement of Pariſhes. All this you have 
been often told; and I ſuſpect have too eaſily admitted 
as true, and upon theſe Grounds you think yourſelves 
fully juſtiſied in your Seceffion from the Chureh. But 


1 have no doubt of convincing you, that ye have pro- 


eeeded with leſs Cĩreumſpection, and with more Pre- 


cipitancy, than ye ovght in a Matter of ſo great Con- 


ſequence, I will allow, at leaſt T will not at preſent 
be br may be blameable in all theſe 
reſpects: But nevertheleſs you are not juſtified in your 


Seceſſion ; for this plain Reaſon, That your bleſſed 


Saviour and his Diſciples did not fecede from, but 
continued in the Communion of a Church much more 
corrupt and degenerate in all theſe reſpects than the 
Church of Scorlan. Perhaps this Obſervation was 
never made to you before, or you have never taken 
this Part of your Saviour's Conduct under Conſi- 
deration 5 and therefore I demand your Attention to 


it, chat 745 you may judge how far your own Con- 
et mays RIC 


You 
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„von have heard loud Conaplatits off Incroxchinencs 


on the, Rights of the Church, ſince the happy Revolu- 
tion, and the Acceſſion of the Houle: of Hanover z 


though it is well known, that the Church of Scotland 
was never ſo little diſturbed in her Rights, and never 
enjoyed ſo mueh Peace as ſince thefe happy Periods, 
But you have heard great Complaints of Incroachments 


dy theſe Princes ; and theſe Ineroachments have been 


repreſented as ſufficient to juſtify your Seceſſion. But is 
it poſfible, that you can think yourſelves HR 
this, when you confider, that the Church of God i 


ments than thoſe complained of? Do but conſider; that, 


in the Time of our bleſſed Saviour, the Emperor of 
Rome had not only invaded and incroached upon that 


Juriſdiction which God himſelf had ſettled in his Charch, 


but had in a manner ſer it altogether afide, by aſſaming 
to himfelf a Power of determining by himſelf, or his 
Deputes, in all Caufes, civil or ſacred, as he ſaw fit: 
Do but conſider this, and that our Saviour and his Di. 
ſeiples did not withdraw from the Communion of the 
Church on this account, and then judge of your Seceſ 
fion. You have heard Complaints of the Exerciſe of the 
Patrons Right of Preſentation ; and this is daily inſiſted 
on, not as a Grievance, but as a fuffictent Ground of 
Seceflion. But your Saviour and his - Apoſtles did not 
think of withdrawing from the Church, though the No. 
man Emperor not only preſented to the Prieſt's Office, 
but, ſetting aſide the expreſs Appointment of God, put 
in and turned out of the High Prieſt's Office, whom he 
pleaſed ; and ſometimes put into it very worthleſs Per- 
fons. Ye have heard the Judicatures of the Church 
reflected on, for not puniſhing with greater Severity 
certain Profeſſors of Divinity. But how far the Churek 
acted right or wrong with regard to thefe learned Men, 
is not eaſy to determine; becauſe it is not eaſy for any, 
but Perſons of Learning, to judge of their Opinions; 
and ye ought not to be raſh in taking the Aſſertions of 
your Leaders againſt them, and againſt the Chureh on 
their account. It is true, that excepting one, who 
7 Was 
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"(was ſuſpe nded for Life, none of them were found cen- 
ſurable om the Church. But, ſuppoſing this blameable 
in the Church, it will not juſtify your Seceſſion ; be- 
cauſe our bleſſed Saviour continued in the Communion 
of a Church, which bore with much groſſer Heretics, 
even the Sadducees, who denied the Reſurrection from 
the Dead, and the Being of good and bad Spirits. You 
cannot but be very ſenſible of a very great Difference 
betwixt your Conduct and the Conduct of our Saviour 
and his Diſciples; and you ought from hence to ſu- 
ſpect, that you have been miſled, and that you have been 
to blame in ſuffering yourſelves to be miſled. I do not 
blame you for being miſtaken about ſeveral things 
which were in controverſy betwixt your Leaders and 
the. Church ; becauſe they are Matters which may ea- 
fly be miſtaken and miſrepreſented, and of which one 
cannot form a certain Judgment, without more Know- 
ledge than the Bulk of private Chriſtians can pretend 
to. But [ blame you much, for judging of, cenſuring, 
and condemning the Church, upon the Report of her 
Adverſaries, and in Controverſies in which ye are not 
competent Judges; and I blame you ſtill more for go- 
ing all the Length of a Seceſſion, without attending to 
What ye might have eaſily underſtood, and could not 
tbe altogether ignorant of, the Practice of your Saviour 
and his Diſciples. For had you looked into your Bibles, 
and regulated yourſelves by what you read there, and 
not by the Opinions and Practices of angry Men, you 
had not withdrawn yourſelves from the Communion of 
the Church. You' might have complained, and you 
might have ſeen Reaſon to complain; for while we are 
in this State of Imperfection, we will ſee many Occaſions 
of Complaint againſt ourſelves and others: But had 
ye kept the Practice of your Saviour in your Eye, you 
would not eaſily have been induced to make ſo terrible 
a Breach in the Church as ye have made. There have 
been great Clamours raiſed againſt the Church of Scot- 
land, for not renewing the Covenant which our Fathers 
entered into in perilous Times; and this too hath been 
made a Pretence for e her Communion. But 


did 
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did our Saviour or bis Apoſtles withdraw from the Com- 
munion of the Church in their Times, becauſe they 

did not renew the Covenant which their Fathers had 
entered into? Or did our Saviour inſiſt upon a Renew- 

ab of that Covenant; though, as I have repreſented, 

their own Defections, and the Ineroachments made 
upon them, were greater than ours? But the Conduct 
of our Saviour and his Diſciples is totally different from, 
and oppoſite to the Conduct of the Seceders from the 
Church of Scotland. Our bleſſed Saviour, by virtue 
of that Authority with which he was inveſted, openly 
condemned the Church in which he lived, for their Er- 
rors in Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip ; - and ſent 
forth his Diſciples to call them to Repentance : But nei- 
ther he nor his. Diſciples withdrew from the Commu- 

nion of the Church. Though he declared, that they had 
not only corrupted Religion, but, in ſome Inſtances, 
had made void the Law of God by their own Tradi- 
tions; yet, as it were on Purpoſe to ſet an Example to 
his Followers, which many of them have paid little Re- 
gard to, he himſelf. and his Diſciples behaved on all 
Occaſions as dutiful Members of the eſtabliſhed Church; 
and at the ſame Time that he warns his Diſciples a- 
gainſt the corrupt Example, he charges them to pay all 
due Regard to the Inſtruction of the public Teachers. 
2 . now that Ihave brought your Conduct to the true 
Teſt, the Practice of our Saviour and his Diſciples, you. 
muſt allow me to expoſtulate with you upon it. Is 
there not-a plain [ndecency, in pretending to be more 
ſtrict and ſcrupulous than our Saviour and his Diſci- 
ples, by withdrawing from a Church from which they: 
would not have found themſelves under any Obligation 
to withdraw? And is there not ſomething worſe than 
Indecency in doing ſo, when you have ſo plain a Di- 
rection from your Saviour how to regulate yourſelves 
in ſuch Caſes? May not I be allowed the Freedom to 
tell you, that ye have hearkened too much to Men, and 
too little to your bleſſed Maſter; and that, in this Par- 
ticular, you have been more influenced by the Paſſions, 
be angry Paſſions of diſappointed Men, than by the 
Example 


* 
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of the meek and lowly Jeſus? Your Teachers 
have lifted up their. Voice like a Trumpet, not againſt - 
the | [rapiety and Immorality of the Age, the Lying and 
Backbiting, the Intemperance, and Injuſtice, and Ex- 
tortion, which ſo commonly prevails, (for I do not 
hear, that they exclaim ſo much againſt theſe Vices, as 
againſt our happy Conſtitution in Church and State): 
They have lift up their Voice, I ſay, againſt Church 
and State; eſpecially againſt the Church; and becauſe 
- Come Things in it are not to their Mind, they have 
called upon you to come out from her Communion, and 
to lift up the Standard of a Teſtimony againſt her. A 
ſtrange Call indeed, and never before heard in the 
Church of God For look to the Practice of our Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles, of the Patriarchs and Prophets, 
and of all the holy Men recorded in Scripture, and ſee 
if you can find a Precedent for the Members of the 
Church going out of the Church, to lift up the Stan- 
dard of Teſtimony. againſt her. Tou ſhall find the People 
of God commanded to ſeparate themſelves from the 
Society of Idolaters and notorious Sinners, but not 
from the Church. You ſhall find the Church of God 
running into DefeQions and Backſlidings in every Age 
and Period, and the Prophets and public Teachers con- 
demning theſe Defeftions, and the People of God be- 
wailing them in ſecret; and, what deſerves your par- 
ticular Attention, you will find God promiſing to heal 
- theſe. Backſlidings, and to bring about a general Refor- 
mation in his Time. But this Practice of making a 
Rent in the Church, under the Notion of a Teſtimony, 
and turning that Teſtimony into a Banner of Defiance 
againſt the Church, is without all Precedent in the Old 
or New Teſtament, and ſeems to be copied from the 
Men of the World. Indeed the Humour of forming 
Gabals and Factions within the Church, began early a- 
mong the Corinthians, and was ſeverely reprimanded 
by the Apoſtles. And to what does the Apoſtle afcribe 
it ? Even to the ſame carnal Principles which breed ſo 
much Diſturbance in civ vil. Society : For whereas there 
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net carnal, and auali as men ? For while one ſaith; £ am 


of, Paul, and. angi ber, Jam f Apollos Are ye not car- 
val? Civil Hiſtory affords us many Inſtances of Gran- 
dees and Demagagues forming io themſelves Parties 
and Factions, under ,the plauſible Pretenee, that they 


and! their Adherents are the only true Patriots; and 


with that Pretext ſpreading a Banner of Defiance againſt 

4be, State of which they are Members. And at Bledtions 
to civil Offices, and particularly at the Election of la Mem- 
ber of Parliament, it / is common for the weaker Side te 
withdraw and; ſeparate themſelves, under the Pretence, 
That they and their: Adherents are the only, legal Meet- 
ing. Such Things ate every Day practiſed by, carnal 
Men, with carnal Views but they are utterly, abhor- 
rent from the Splat and onus a the e ad 
Keligion. 1 4634 bs: 

+. You will perbaps be offended, * 1 aſcribe. your — 
out of the Chutch, to lift, up the Banner of a Teſtimo- 

ny againft it, to the ſame! carnal Prineiples by which 
ahe Men of the World ate influrneed in lige Gaſes. 
But ꝙe ought ito; ſuſpect. it, for the Heart is — : 
and ye ought the rather to ſuſpe& it, that 
de rived: of the Power, you! once enjoyed in 2 Mi- 
niſters, is the chief Defection vou complain of, and the 
chief, if not the ſale Cauſe of your Seceſlion./ {tris ge- 
nerally believed, that if you had not been deprived of 
this Power, which you are ſo fond of; and if the Ring- 
leaders. of the Seceſſion had not touched this tender 


String, and harped upon it perpetually, as they do, it 


would not haye been in their: Power,» by all their Cla- 
mour on other Subjects, to have made ſa great a Breach 
in the Church ig and this affords a ſuſficient Ground 
to ſuſpect, that your Seceſſion; flows chiefly, if not 
wholly, from that Love of Power, that Diſguſt and 
Diſeontent at being deprived. of it, which breeds ſe 
great Diſturbande, and creates ſo much Miſchief in vivil 
Society. Not that you are to be blamed Yor: being: fond 
of Power, for that is natural to Men; or for being. di 


contented at your being deprived of the Power yan 


once enjoyed, for that alſo is natural, and almoſt um 
tts! B | avoidable : 3 


* 


- F171 

*avoidable : But what you are highly Fuünesbe f in, and 
hat, be aſſured, your Conſciences will, ſooner or later, 
charge home upon vou, is, your raiſing ſo horrid' a 
Combuſtion in the Church of God on this account. 

For he is not a good Man, who will maintain a Claim 
to Power, at the Expence of the Public; and who is 
not willing rather to drop his Pretenſions, even to what 
he believes to be his Right, than deſtroy the Society of 
Which he is a Member. Had the Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen who were lately ſtript of their Juriſdictions by 
Act of Parliament, entered into a Combination againſt 
the State, or refuſed Obedience to the Government on 
that account, they would have been puniſhed as Trai- 
tors; even though they thought, as ſome of them did 
think; that they were hardly dealt with, in being ob- 

liged to part with their Birthright : And you, my 
Friends, whatever Opinion you may have of your 
Right to chuſe your Miniſters, have Reaſon to fear, 

that ye have incurred the Diſpleaſure of the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, for the Diſorder you have bred in his King- 
dom, and me” Hurt you have Gone to his e on 


| that accoun . 


I doubt not oa you believe, tak ye bie 3 Right 
from the Scriptures to chuſe your own Miniſters; but 1 
very much doubt, whether you have taken proper Pains 
to inform yourſelves about this Right; and if that is 
the Caſe, you will never be able to anſwer for your Con- 
duct. You ought not ſurely to have taken this Right 
for granted ; nor ought ye, in a Matter of ſuch Conſe- 
quence, to have taken it upon the Aſſertion of your 
Teachers; but before ye ventured upon a Diviſion on 
that account, ye ought. to have looked into the Serip- 
yares,. to ſee whether ye had ſuch a Right or not, For 
What if after all there be no fuch Thing? What if 
| there ſhall: not be found the leaſt Trace of any ſuch 
Right, in all the Writings of the Apoſtles or Evange- 
liſts? What if in all the Settlements made by the Apo- 
Mes and Evangeliſts, there is not one Inſtance of a 
Settlement by a popular Call? And if in all the Direc- 
hers 35,0600 by the * to the Evangeliſts about Set- 

va  tlements, 


» · 7317 ; 
tlements, there is no Direction to call for the Votes of 
the People? .You. will wonder much if it ſhould be ſo; 
but if you look into the Scriptures, you will find that 
it is really ſo; and to ſatisfy you that it is ſo, you max 
obſerve, that your: Teachers have never / attempted. to 
. condeſcend- on any ſuch Proofs, but have gone about 
to prove your Right another Way, even by doubtful 
and uncertain Reaſonings on Paſſages of Seripture that 
have little or no Relation to the Subject. There are 
three Texts, and but three that I remember, which 
are offered in Proof of this Right; and to any one who 
conſiders them, it will ape that they make deli 
to the Purpoſe. | 
Epheſians iv. 11. 12. it is gaidd that he gave ſome, © 
' apoſtles ; - and ſome, prophets ; s ſame, evangeliſts s : for 
perfecting the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for 
ediſying the body of Chriſt. Here is a plain Grant of ſo 
many Church-officers from Chriſt to his Church, and 
expreſs Mention of the End for which. he gave them; S 
but where is there Authority for the People to. ele&t 
them? You ſuppoſe, that a Right to ele& them is im- 
plied in the Grant. But that is not the Caſe: For a 
Right to the Officers, and to all the Benefits of their 
Labours, is one Thing, and a Right to elect theſe, Of- 
ficers is another; and it is well known that the one does 
not follow upon the other. His Majeſty makes a year- 
ly Grant of Catechiſts and Preachers, for Reformation 
of the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, and the 
People in theſe Parts have, by virtue of that Grant, a 
Right to theſe Teachers ; but they have no Right at all 
to elect them. In like manner; a Nobleman, a Gen- 
tleman, or the King, grants a Teacher of Logic, Ma- 
thematics, or Divinity, to one of the Univerſities of 
Scotland: by virtue of which Grant, all who attend 
_ theſe Univerſities with a View to ſtudy theſe Sciences, 
have a Right to theſe Teachers; but would have no 
Right to elect them. But that a Right to ele& theſe 
Teachers is not implied in the Grant made by our Sa- 
viour, appears from the Grant itſelf, which extends to 
extraordinary as well as * Teachers; and 225 
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a .  fippole! that the People had any Hand in det 
e extraordinary Teachers. Our Saviour himſelf 
ſent forth the Prophets and A «gm = and the Apoftles 
bent. forth the Fvangeiſts an like manner, the A- 
files and Evangeliſts* ſettled ordinary Paſtors in the 
ral Glurbes 4 without calling for the Vores of the 
[Peop le. So that nothing can be fairly inferred from 


*this fox in fayour of your Right of Election. It is al- 
ledged, That the People had a Vote in chufing an A- 


a poſtle; and thatelbrs Gnatit' to have à Vote in the 


Choice of their Miniſters. But you muſt know, that an 
Apoſtle could not be choſen by Votes, it being eſſen- 
tial to the Apoſtolic Office, that he ſhould be immedi- 


ately appointed of God, or by our bleſſed Saviour. 


Lou may ſuppoſe, that the People had a Hand in ma- 
king the Leet of Candidates for the Apoſtolic Office, and 
therefore ought to have ſome ſuch Power in the Settle- 
ment of Pariſhes. But a Right to make a Leet, and a 
: Right to ehuſe a Miniſter, are different Things. Beſides, 

there is not the ſmalleſt Probability that the People made 


the Leer, in filling up the Vacaney in the College of the 


Apoftles. The Words infifted on are theſe, As i. 2 
And they appointed tuo, Foſeph called Barſabas, w 


was" ſ7 2 Juſtus, and Matthias. Now, theſe Words 
may be as well, and much more fitly applied to the A- 
poſtles than to the People: For in the Verfe immedi- 
ately going before, the Apoſtle Peter had faid, that one 
behoved to be ordained an Apoſtle who had kept Com- 
Pariy with our Saviour and his Diſciples, from his firſt en- 


tering on his public Miniſtry to the Day of his Aſcenſion ; 
and then follows, And they appointed two, &c, Now, 1 
appeal to any one of common Senſe, whether the A- 


poſtles themſelves, who conſtantly attended our Savi- 
our, or the People, who ſaw and heard him occafion- 
ally, were the fitteft to pitch on two who had kept 


Company with him from his entering on his public Mi- 


niſtry? and which i is moſt probable, that the Apoſtles 
actually named two of their own Acquaintances, or 
left it to the People to do it ? It was neceffary, that 


there” ſhould he” à competent Number of Witneſſes to 
| this 


| this ſolemn Aion, leſt it haul us lads be alleck 5 
, as was done in the Apoſtle Paul's Caſe; that the 
Perſon ordained: had derived his Commiſſion from Men 
and not from God. And therefore'the Apoſtles did no- 
minate two, and caſt Lots for them in the Preſenee or 
one hundred and twenty Chriſtians: But there is no Oel 
caſion to ſuppoſe; that theſe Chriſtians had any other 
Share in this ſblemn Action, than to be Spectators and 
Witneſſes, and to join in the Appeal which was made 
to God by Payer, and the caſting of Lots. And to dra-w 
Conjectures from thence, or from any thing contained 
in this Paſſage, in favour of the People's Right to elect 
their Minifters, ſhews plainly;' that the Advocates for 
this Right are ill provided in Argumente. 
It is alledged by ſome, That becauſe the Peop ple were 
allowed to chuſe the Deacons, they ovght alſo to be al-. 
jowed to chuſe their Miniſters.” | And they give this 
Reaſon for it, That the Office of a Miniſter being of 
more Conſequence than that of a Deacon, they ought 
rather to have the Choice of the one than of the other. 
But this is doubtful Diſputation, and not Seripture- 
proof. It is true, that the Office of a Miniſter is of 
more Conſequence than that of a Deacon; and perhaps 
that is the very Reaſon why the People were allowed 
the Choice of the one, but not of the other. Beſides, 
as the Deacons Buſineſs was to diſtribute the Money col- 
lected by the People themſelves, they had a natural 
Right to chuſe the Deacons; whereas the Office of Mi- 
niffers being to act as Stewards of the manifold Grace 
of God, they had no Right to chuſe the Miniſters. Had 
the Apoſtles on any Occaſion ſpoke to the People about 
the Choice of their Paſtors, in the Style which they uſe 
about the .Choice of Deacons, there would have been 
an End of the Controverſy, and their Right of Election 
would have been acknowledged by all. But no body is 
bound to regard a Right that is ſupported by Mens own' 
Conjettures and Reaſonings on ' Paſſages of Scripture 
which have no relation to the Subject. I doubt not but 
you wonder, that all this while I have taken no notice 
of what our Saviour ſays, John x. about coming in. at 
the 
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the door; and coming in at the window; which you 
have been accuſtomed to conſider as a Paſſage very ap- 


plicable to this ' Controverſy about Church · ſettlements. 


But if you will lay aſide Mens Opinions, and read the 
Chapter itſelf with any Degree of Attention, you will 
ſee that our Saviour had no ſuch Subject in view ; and 
that he is not ſpeaking af the Manner in which Mini- 
ſters ought to enter into the Chriſtian Church, (for by 

the by the Chriſtian Church had no Being at that Time, 


nor till our Saviour. roſe from the Dead), but of the 
Manner in which he himſelf entered into the Church, 


compared with the Manner in which thoſe falſe Teach- 
ers entered in who came before him: And with this 


View he tells the eus, that he came in at the door; 


by which he means, that he entered on his Office by a 


Commiſſion. from his Father, which was open and ma- 
nifeſt to all; and that many who came before him, came 
in at the window, or climbed up ſome other way ; by 
which he means, that they wrought themſelves into the 
Office by indirect and fraudulent Methods, by lying 
Prophecies and pretended Miracles, or other ſuch Arts 
as were then practiſed by corrupt Men: On which ac- 
count, and on account of the Miſchief they wrought in 
the Church, he calls them thieves and robbers. Our 
Saviour's Intention throughout this Paſſage is to perſuade 
you to hearken to his Voice, and follow him as the 
Shepherd of your Souls; and to aſſure you, that, in ſo 
doing, you ſhould not miſearry, but attain to everlaſ 
ing Happineſs. And your Teachers, by perverting this 
Paſſage, have turned your Attention from what concerns 
your ſpiritual Edification and Comfort, to that which, 
however it may flatter your Pride, can do no Good to 
your Souls. And now having given you a full Account 
of this Right to elect your Miniſters, and the Arguments 
by which it is ſupported, I leave it to yourſelves to 


Judge, how far you have done well in giving yourſelves 


and others fo much Diſturbance about it. For I dare 
ſay, that few of you would enter into a Proceſs with one 
of your Neighbours. before a Civil Magiſtrate, upon a 


_ ſo lame as this which hath bred ſo much Diſturb- 
ance 


1 4 
ance to the Church. ys this Privilege which yon 5 
claim, been purchaſed for you by your Saviour: 1 
would not have been left to make it out by ſuch doubt - 
ful Conjectures and uncertain Reaſonings as you have 
recourſe to. Had it been a Part of our Saviour's Lega- 
cy, as you have been often told; you would have found it 
ſomewhere in his Teſtament. Had the Call or Conſent 
of the People been of ſuch Conſequence, and ſo efſen- 
tial to the Paſtoral Relation, as you have been taught, 
the Apoſtle would not have omitted mentioning it in 
the Direction he gives about ſupplying Vacancies. Or 
if any ſuch Practice had prevailed in the Apoſtles Times, 
we would have had ſome one Inſtance of a Pariſh ſet- 
tled by a popular Call, either in the Acts or Epiſtles of 
the Ap altar: But as there is no Mention of any ſuch 
Thing, nor any Directions about it, nor any Inſtance 
of the kind to be found in the Scriptures, you may reſt 
ſatisfied, that there is no ſuch Right, and that you have 
no Occaſion to give yourſelves Diſturbance about it. 
And happy had it been for you in particular, and for 
the Church in general, if you had done ſo. 
Indeed, my Friends, you have been greatly deere 
ank groſsly impoſed upon, in this whole Matter: And 
I know not which to blame moſt; your Teachers, who 
have miſled you; or yourſelves, for ſuffering yourſelves 
to be miſled; or my Brethren of the Church, who 
might, and who ought to have undeceived you. 1 f 
your Teachers had not talked ſuch extravagant Things 
about this Right, it would not have entered into your 
Thoughts; and if you had examined your Teachers Aſ- 
ſertions, and tried them by the Scriptures, you had 
not been led aſide as you are; or if the Miniſters of the 
Church, who underſtand the Scriptures, had taken 2 
little Trouble to give you the true Meaning of the Paſ- 
ſages inſiſted on, you would not have been carried a- 
way by falſe Gloſſes; at leaſt, the better and more va- 
luable Part of you would have ſtill continued in the 
Communion of the Church. But ſo far it hath ſeemed 
fit to infinite Wiſdom to permit you to experience your 
own Weakneſs; and well fi 0 is if now at length ye 9 
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be. made; ſenſible, of your Error. I have ſhewed you, 
That whilſt you could with, a good; Conſcience continue 
in the Communion of the Church of Scotland, ye had 
no Occaſion, to ſeparate from it, on account of the Der 
fections and, Backſlidings of the Church; becauſe all 
Churches are more or leſs ſubject to Backſlidings and 
Corruptions; and that, admitting the Defections and 
Backſlidings of the Church to be as great as they have 
been repreſented, ye might have ſafely continued in her 
Gormunion. becauſe your Saviour and his Diſciples 
continued in the Communion of a Church much more 
corrupt and degenerate. And I have ſhewn you, that 
the, Method of proceeding. in Church- ſettlements, which 
is the Defection principally, complained of, and the chief 
Cauſe of the Seceſſion, could be no juſt Ground of Com- 
plainton Seceſſion ; becauſe the People have no Right from 
Sori pture to the Power which they claim. And becauſe I 
meant to deal freely; with you, I bave-ſhewn you, that 
your, giving Ear to evil, Surmiſes and ill · natured Sugge- 
lions againſt your, Mother-charch, was unkind and un- 
dutiful ; that your belie ving, without ſufficient Eui- 
dence, that the Church of Scotland was ſo extremely 
gor rupt, as made it neceſſary to withdraw from her 
Communion, was raſh and uncharitable; that your ac: 
tually withdrawing from the Communion of a Church 
from which your Saviour and his Diſciples would not 
bave withdrawn, ' and thereby giving yourſelves the Air 
and Appearance. of greater Strictneſs and Purity than 
Vas practiſed by them, Was highly indecent 5 and that 
yeur going out of the Church, to lift up the Standard 
of.a Teſtimony againſt her, is a ſtrange Proceeding, ne: 
ver before heard of in the Church of God; and that 
your. doing fo principally from a Diſguſt at the. prevail · 
ing Meafures, and la Diſpleaſure at your being abridged 
of a Power, you were fond of, might juſtly be aſeribed to 
thoſe garnal Principles which breed ſo much Diſturb- 
anee in civil Society or at leaſt, might be called a co: 
pying- after the World, and not after Chriſt. Allitheſo 
Thjags,;L; have ſet before you in the ſame Light in 
Which they appear to myſelf. And now let me aſk, in 
21 
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the Words of, the Apoſtle, Am I your enemy, becauſe I 
Zell you the truth ?.I hope you do not think ſo; and 
therefore I will, without Keſerve, and 'with all the 
Plainneſs which becomes'a Friend, tell you, that you 
are wholly to blame in this Seceſhon ; and that you will 
\ never be able to account for it ro God, and your own 
Conſciences, Had you continued in the Church, and con- 
curred with your, Brethren, the Settlement of Pariſhes 


might have been put apon + Footing more agreabl t 
you and to them; or Meaſures might have been enter- 
ed into, with the Conſent of all concerned, for eaſing 
you and them of a Method of ſettling Pariſhes inconve- 
nent in itſelf, and which has always been reckoned a 
3 6 6 5 to the Church of Scotland, at any rate you 
Kae have done your Duty, and exonered your Con- 
ſciences, and gone to your Graves in Peace, recom - 
mending the Church, in all its Intereſts, to its glori- 
ous Head; and hoping, that, in his good Time and 
Way, he would reform what was amiſs, and ſupply 
what is wanting, But, by following the blind Ditec- 
tion of your Paſſions, you have put yourſelves out of all 
Capacity of being uſeful to the Church, have weakened 
the Hands of your Brethren, given great Advantage to 
your common Enemies, and involved yourſelves in the 
Guilt of a heinous Sin, a Sin ſeverely cenſfurediin the Serip- 
tures. I believe, that many have done this through Ig- 
norance, and Want of due Information, and a miſta- 
ken Zeal for what they thought their Duty; though 
doubtleſs many more have done it through Pride and 
Wilfulneſs, and through .a vain Deſire of ſeeming wi- 
ſer and better than their Neighbòurs, and through Fic- 
kleneſs and Love of Change. And I doubt not but 
theſe alſo have miſtaken the Workings of their Paſſions 
for the Impulſes of Zeal. But had you been acted by a. 
Zeal for God and Religion, you might have found ma- 
ny better and more laudable Ways of Arge it, 
than by making a Rent in the Church. Had ye done 
as much to enlarge and ſtrengthen, as you have done to 
weaken and divide the Kingdom of Chriſt; had that 
Money which you have laid out in ſupport of your Se- 
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Mon, bien, eryployed in propagating the Goſpel it 
eign Farts, or in propagating Chriſtian Knowledge 
i, the, ghlands and Iſlands of your own Country,. 01 

re ly your Proteſtant' Bretbren abroad; or had 
; 9250 pacious Houſes which you have ercted to IR | 

10 Ku Schiſm, been deſigned for ſheltering the | 
and needy Members of Chriſt, the Aged 7 In 5 
the Widow and tlie Fatherleſs; 5 vo ould. 1 5 gone 
great Credit to your Profeſſion, and your Names would - 

bave been had in everlaſting Remembrance. Wife and 
good Men would have approved your Conduct, and gi- 
ven yon their Countenance and Aſſiſtancx; and many 

who now rail at and ridicule you, and ridicule and' cl 
at Religion on your account, would have been obljged 
to acknowledge, that God was in vu of a truth. 'Such 
Fruits of Zeal as I have mentioned, would have Field 
ed you Satisfaction in Life, and reat P Peace and Cofiſo- 
lation. at the Hour of Death. Bur what Peace, what 
Confolation can you draw fol your 'Seceflion ?' For 
now that a Breach is made, principally,” if not wholly, 
through your Wilfulneſs and Raſhneſs, yo are'charge- 
able with the Conſequences, and myſt anſwer for them 
to the Maſter of the Houſhold. . 
But you will Ay, that you cannot be charged with 
Schiſm, becauſe you only are the true Church. Ah! 
my Friends, this is the poor threadbare Pretence of all 
narrow: minded Bigots, who, in place of excuſing, do 
but aggravate theif Fault by ſuch Uncharitablenefs. Is 
it ſo that your Teachers commonly entertain you at the 
Expence of the Church, repreſenting you as rhe choſen 
Remnant, and your Brethren of the Church as Aliens 
and Apoſtates ? And do you love to hear ſuch Doctrine? 

Is this what you call being edified? Be aſſured, ſuch 
Notions, however they may flatter your Pride, will not. 
add one Cubit to your Stature. I am told, that ſome 
of your Teachers have the Boldneſs to repreſent the 
Church. of Scotland as wholly polluted, as no Church of 
Chriſt, as the Kingdom of Satan; and to call on d 
to © e from her as ſuch, aſſuring you of the Fa- 


vour of God u pqn your fo doing ; uſing for this Purpoſe 
i theſe 


a 2 4 | 
theſe Words of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. vi. 15: 18. Where» 
aith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and! 
will receive you, and will be a Father unto you; and 
ye: ſhall be my ſons and daughters, / ſaith the Lord al- 
- mighty. Now, as this is a manifeft Abuſe," and I may 
ay 4 Profanation of the holy Scripture; I muſt beg it 
of you to take the Paſſage into your | Conſideration. 
Read from the 14th Verſe of the Chapter, and you will 
find; that the Apoſtle is not encouraging Chriſtians to 
eparate from one another, but from Idolaters, with 
whom it was not, law ful to hold Communion. Or read. 
if you will, JJ li. 11. and Kev. xviii. 2-—4. where the 
ſame Invitation is given to the People of God, and you 
will find that it is not to come out of the Church, but 
out of Babylon. And I appeal to yourſelves, whether 
it is fair, whether it is juſt or charitable, to apply theſe 
Paſſages to any Differences which may happen among 
thoſe who agree in the Eſſentials of Chriftianity ?., Is 
there no Diſtinction to be made betwixt the falſe Mea- 
ſures in Government which any Church may fall into, 
and the Abominations of the Heathens? Or do, we ap- 
prove ourſelves to God by ſeparating from our Chxiſtian 
Brethren on account of ſuch Meaſures, as we might do 
by keeping ourſelves pure from the Impiety and De- 
bauchery of the Heathens? Is this ſound Divinity? But 
this is what is commonly got by quoting the Scriꝑtures 
without Judgment, and without regarding the Intenti 
on of the ſacred Writers. And this is what you have 
gained by putting yourſelves under the Direction of 
Teachers who have not ſtudied, and cannot be ſuppo- 
ſed to underſtand the Rules of interpreting Scripture." + 
lou are the Church of Scotland, and we are the 
Church of Scotland: and they who have ſeparated from 
you are the Church of Scotland, and they who may yet 
ſeparate from us, (for we have yet ſome unſettled Spi- 
rits, who want but an Opportunity of forming ſome new 
Faction in Religion), no doubt will call themſelves the 
Church of Scotland. But in reality the Church of Scott - 
land is one Body, made up of all the good Chriſtians in 
B : p Scotland, 
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Scotland, wlio, having one Lord, one Faith, one Baps 
tiſm, one God and Father of all, endeavour to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. And, accor- 
ding to the Seriptures, no Man who is not of this Dif⸗ 
poſition can be a Member, a genuine Member, of any 
Chriſtian Chureh. Vain and eonceited Men may form 
Parties and Cabals in Religion as they fancy, and think 


as highly of themſelves and their Adherents as they 


pleaſe; but God loves good Men; and none but good 


Men. He is not the God of the Seceders only, but al- 
ſo of the Church of Scotland; and not of that Church 


alone, but of all the Faithful in all Ages and Generati- 
ons: For every one "who  feareth Cod, and worketh 
righteonſneſi, is accepted with him; for he is no re- 
aver” of perſons. | 1 

Te have differed indeed with wiſe ey dai Nan a 
bout ſeveral Things relating to the external Polity and 
Government of the Chureh, and ye have withdrawry 
from their Communion on that account. Are ye there- 
fore wiſer and better than they? Ye have treated as Hea- 
then Men and Publicans, many as good and as dear to 
God as yourſelves. Do ye think that God loves you the 
more on that account? And what though ye have built 
large Houſes at a confiderable Expenee, and made large 
Contributions for the Maintenance of your Teachers; 
yea, what if ye had given the one Half of your Goods 
to ſeed the Poor, and your Bodies to be burnt at a 
Stake? The Apoſtle Paul would tell you after all, that 
If you wanted charity, ye are nothing. Charity ſuffer 
eth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity 
waunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave it+ 
ſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is net eaſily prove- 
hed, thinketh ns evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re- 
oiceth- in the' truth; beareth all W believeth all 
things, hopeth all _ „ exdureth all oy 1 Cor. wii. 


4.5. 6.7. 


It is not from any Pleaſure I have in reproaching you 


that I make theſe Remarks, but from a Conviction of 
what you yourſelves do not advert to, that the Spirit 


— which you are acted, is not the Spirit of the Goſpel; 
and 


C is Þ 


and from a ſincere Deſire to reclaim you, and, if poſ⸗ 
ſible, to reſtore you to your Brethren, and your Bre- 
ihren to ydu. It is grievous to ſee Miſtakes and Miſun- 
derſtandings prevail among Neighbours, Friends, and 
Acquaintances. It is yet more grievous to ſee. them 
take place among thoſe who are connected by more ſa· 


cered Ties; to fre! thoſe who are Children of the ſame 


Father, Heirs together of the ſame Promiſes, and whoſe 
Friendſhipought'to be ſealed and cemented by the Blood 
of Chrift, eſtranged from one another; and not only 
| eſtranged from, but exaſperated againſt each other, re- 
fuſing to ſit down together at the ſame holy Table, as 
if they were not Children of the ſame Father, and Heirs 
of the ſame Promiſes, and did not bear the ſame Rela- 
tion to the one bleſſed Mediator betwixt God and Men, 
the Man Chriſt jeſus. T his, I ſay, is, and ought to 
be a Subject of Lamentation with all good Men. It is 
grievous, and it muſt be grievous to the Heart of any good 
Nan, to fee: honeſt Men and real Chriſtians, and thoſe 
who do and muſt acknowledge each other for ſuch, re- 
fuſing to join together in any ſolemn Act of Worſhip; 
and, in ſullen Diſeontent, turning their Backs on each 
other; and betaking themſelves to their ſeparate Places 
of Worſhip ; where, to widen: the Breach, and height- 
en their mutual Animoſity, they often hear Things to 
each other's Prejudice. And I appeal to any one who 
has the Heart of a Man or à Chriſtian, if he is not oft 
offended at theſe continual Murmurings, Complainings, 
Taunts, and Revilings, which he meets with from both 
Sides, and in which ſome of both Sides take an ill-natured 
Delight? Theſe are the Fruits, the unhappy Fruits of 
your Seceſſion; as indeed they are the common, and al- 
moſt unavoidable Fruits of all Separations and ſeparate 
Communions; and which, however blameable the 
Church may be in ſome things, 1s wholly owing to your 
headſtrong Raſhneſs. You have diſowned your Mother- 
church, renounced all Relation to your Brethren, and 
+ diſclaimed all Share in that happy Conſtitution which 
your Fathers would have priſed at a high Rate, which 
_ longed to ioe eſtabliſhed, and for which they N 
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ed dur Prayers to God; and for which they ventured | 
their Eives. Lou cannot bear the ſingle Grievance of 
Patronage; but yen do not know, or ye'have' forgot 
the Hardſhips which your Fathers underwent. "Ye carp 
at the Revolution and Union Settlements and ſpeak 


diſreſpectfully of that Succeſſion: of Proteſtant Princes 


under whom the Providence of God hath given Reſt to 
the Church; and God,; in his righteous Judgment, may 
give you and us a Race-of Princes, whoſe little Finger 
will” be”heavier than their Loins. Im ſhort, ye have 
waxed wanton and kicked, (bear with me, my Bre- 


tren; and if ye are the Perſons I take you for, ye will 


bear with one who tells you the Truth); through a long 
Courſe of Peace, and the peaceable Enjoyment of all 
ſpiritual” Privileges, you have grown weary of your 
Mercies, contrafted-a Lothing of your ſpiritual Food, 


anda Contempt of your Paſtors; and, in the Pride and 


Wantonneſs of your Hearts, and becauſe Ye are not gra- 
tified in one Thing, in which it is not in the Church's 
Power to gratify you, you have given yourſelves up to 
angry Men, Men of rankled and exaſperated Spirits, 
fierce and ungovernable Men; who, being for their tur- 
bulent Behaviour caſt out of the Church, were no ſooner 
feparated from us, than they fell out among themſelves, 
and, in the Fury of their Wrath, delivered one another 
to the Devil. And to keep up theſe Diſorders, and con - 
vey them to future Generations, a new Race of Teach - 
ers have come out, leſs knowing, but not leſs violent 


than they, who ſeruple not to ſpeak evil of Dignities, 


and to fill your Minds with Prejudices againſt all Ranks 
and Orders of Men, againſt the Nobility, the Gentry, 
the Miniſters, and all Magiſtrates, ſupreme and ſubor - 
dinate; and all this under an Appearance of great Zeal 
for God and Religion: Such are the Meaſures ye have 
purſued, and ſuch the Leaders you have devoted yout- 
ſaves to. And now, if any are ſo obſtinate, as ſtill to 
think, that, in fo doing; they have done wiſely and 
well, well for themſelves, and well for the Public, let 
them rejoice in their Leaders, and their Leaders in 
them. 


— 


ver 


— 
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* here is no Hope of * thoſe who, o- 


aw 
Ee 


ver the Belly « of all casa ag will adliereaithely 
own Opinibns, and their on Meaſures; nor is there 
any Reaſon to with for their Return to the Church, un- 
lels they return to a better Mind! But it is expected, 
that the Cundid and 'Sincere, the Well- meaning and 
Conſcientious; - and all who are truly concerned for the 
real Intereſt of Religion, will lay theſe Things to Heart. 
I have given you my Thoughts with Freedom, and 
I hope without! Offence. And it is your Duty to judge 
of what I have laid before you.” If, under the Pretence 
of Friendſhip, 'q have gone about to ſeduce you from 
the Truth, you may, and you ought to reject what L 
ſhy with the Contempt it deſerves: But if what I ſay. be 
true, and the Truths I have propoſed to your Conſide- 
ration be of Weight and Importance, and the Admoni- 
tion I have tendered you be as friendly as I profeſſed and 
deſigned it ſuould be, then ye ought not only to take 
it kindly; and hear it patiently, but endeavour. to pro- 
fit yourſelves by it. I preſume ye are deſirous to ac- 
count to yourſelves, that you may be able to account 
to God for the Part you have acted; and hope you will 
not do it lightly, and in a ſuperficial Mannery bur 
carefully examine the Grounds of your Procedure, and 
do not content yourſelves with ſuch Reaſons as may 
bear you out before the World, or with ſuch as may 
paſs with yourſelves at an eaſy Hour, I hope ye will 
ſee whether ye have ſuch Grounds, ſuch ſolid Grounds, 
to go upon, as will ſupport you in the Time of Trial, 
in the Day of Diſtreſs, and at the Hour of Death, and 
at the dread Tribunal of God. And knowing that ye 
have not, and cannot have ſuch Grounds to go upon, 
1 thought i it my Duty to acquain- you with it. Had 1 
regarded the Opinion of others, or my own Suſpicions, 
I had not undertaken this Taſk : For all I adviſed with 
told me, that it was in vain to ſpeak to the Deaf, or to 
offer the Light of Truth to thoſe who had no Eyes to 
ſee, or whoſe Eyes were ſo cloſed up with Prejudices, 
that they could not ſee. But I always believed; and do 
believe, that though this is the Caſe with many, it is 
nor ſo with all. Nay I believe, that ming: of you, if 
you 
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you knew the Bottom of your own Mind, are not:funk 
* Hed with the Part you have acted, and the Breach you 
have made, though perhaps you will not now be eaſily. 
perſuaded to make up the Breach. I dare Trace if ye 
had the fame Part to act again, ye would proceed with, 
more Caution. But to undo what ye have done, when 
ye cannot do ſo without condemning yourſelves before, 
the World; to make up to. thoſe ye have deſerted, and 
to break off with thoſe with whom you have aſſociated; 
when you may fear the Contempt of the one, and the 
IIl-will and Reproaches of the other; is what, I fear, 
you will not caſily be brought to. And yet ye ought to 
think of it; it being better, according to the common 
Proverb, to turn Half. water than drown ; For indeed 
ye have brought yourſelves into a grievous Sin, a Sin, 
which, however lightly looked upon in the World, is 
ranked in'the Scripture with the Sins which deſtroy the 
Soul. But nothing that I can ſay will avail, if God 
| himſelf does not touch your Hearts and Conſiences. h 4 
will therefore leave the Matter to God and your own. 
Conſciences, with -only a few Advices, which 1 wil | 
give in as few Words as I can. 1 
And, in the firſt place, If from — 75 1 have repre-, 
ſented, or from what may be repreſented by any of your 
Friends; or if on reading the holy Scriptures, and re- 
viewing your Actions in the Preſence of God, your 
Conſcience takes Occaſion to admonith and reprove you, 
do not on any Conſideration ſtifle its Admonition, or 4 
5 harden your Hearts againſt its Reproof. For Conſcience. 
1 is the Voice of God, Conſcience hath: a Right to be 
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k heard, and will be heard ſooner or later, whether you 
i will or not. If we will not hear the Voice of Conſci- 
4 ence now, it will return hereafter with redoubled Force; 


for Conſcience will loſe none of its Rights. If we do 
not liſten to the Voice of Conſcience in the Day of Pro- 
ſperity, we ſhall hear it in the Day of Diſtreſs ; or we 
ihall probably hear it at a dying Hour, when it will not- 
be in our Power to undo what is done: Or if we baf - 
fle ar evade the Challenges of Conſcience in our Life, 


it will Purſue us after Death; and then it will bite like 
* an 
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afi Adder, and ing like a and prove, as tha 4 
8 repreſents, a never- dying Worm to "uy 
the Heart with inſupportable Torment. 

In the ſecond place, If, under the Direktion of Cons 


ſcience,” you enter into any Reſolution of breaking thro? 
all Difficulties; and returning to ydur Duty, you ought, 
under God, to ſummon up all the Force of your Mind, 
and,, in a Bependence on him, to exert all its Strength; 
becauſe: you will need it all on this Oecaſion. Lou have 
all Reaſon to expect, and you ought firmly to believe, 
that God will be with you: But in the Work of our 
Salvation, he expedts: and requires, that when he works, -- 


we should work. And in ſome particular Duties w we 


muſt put forth all our Strength, if we hope for Succeſs; 


and many a well-meaning Perſon has come ſhortiof his 
Aim by not doing ſo. There are ſo few Iriſtances of 5 


Perſons; who have onee gone wrong in Religion, ever 
returning to the right Road; and there are ſo 1 


Difficulties in their Way, ariſing from Pride, from Self 
conceit, from Self-will; or, in one Word, from Bigots 


ry, from the Shame of the World, and from a flaviſh 
Fear of Man, that I freely confeſs I have but ſmall. 
Hopes of your returning again to the Boſom of the 
Church. And yet no Man can believe more ts © 
than I do, that, Chriſt ſtrengthening! us, we can do all 
Things. And therefore I inſiſt on this Advice, That, in 
2 Dependence on him, you put forth all the Strength 
of your Mind in oppofing your own Prejudices, and the 
Paſſions and Prejudices of other People. To which let 


me add this further Advice, That if you are overcome 


and baffled in your firſt Attempts, as poſſibly. you will 
be, you do not give over; but rene your Attempts, 
and repeat the Acts of your Faith, wl, — Faith 
and; Patience, you obtain a Vi Ny 

In the hid and laſt place, Be much in n to 
God. Though God has promiſed, and we have al 
Reaſon to expect his gracious Aſſiſtance on all 
ons if we afk it, yet we have no Reaſon at all to en- 
pect it if we do not. And as we have no Title to any 
Aſſiſtance from God, if we do not apply to him at _ 
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1 neither have we any Ground to expect that! Auf- 
ance wich we may need on any particular Qecaſian, 
if we do not on that Occaſion make a proper Applica- 
tion far it. Thereſdre, in the whole Progreſs of this 
important Affair, from firſt to laſt, and in every Step 
von take, you aught to . es po any to God in 
Prayet. When . are trying the Weight of different 
Arguments, and and balancing tl — in your Minds, in: 

order to come to a Determination; you ought then to 
betake yaurſelves: ta God, and beg bis Direction, mat 
you may not turn aſide to the right Hand or leſt. 
When you are furming Reſolutions to follow the Di- 
recti of your Conſcience, over the Belly of all Difi- 
eulties and Diſcouragements, you ought then to betake 
yourſelves to God, and commit the Purpoſes of your: 
Heart to him by Faith and Prayer... And if, when you 
© come to act, you meet with Reſiſtance from without 
or from within, you ought then to call on God for 
Aſſiſtance. Tea, and if you fail in the Struggle, and 
are dercome, you ought again to return to God, and 
confels your Weaknels, and beg his Pity and Aſſiſt- 
ance. This is the Courſe you ought to take; and if 
you perſiſt in this Courſe, you ſhall experience to your 
on Comfort, ta the Comfort and Edification of. others, 
and the Honour of Religion; you ſhall experience what 
z weak | Creature may do under the Direction and In- 
flaence of God's goad Spirit. But two Cautions are 
here-very neceſſary. 1. That ye be nat ſteretly deter- 
mined ta follow your own Way at the very Time you are 
aſking Direction of God; for that was the Wiekedneſs 
bf Balaam; and that God complains of in the Elders of 

Fel, ' Ezek. xiv. 1.—6.; and calls ſetting up man's 
idols. in their heart, and putting the. ſtumbling-block of 
iniquity before their eyes; and threatens to give up all 
ſuch, as he did Balaam, to their own Counſel. : 2. The 
cond Caution is, That ye be not wilfully indulging 
your Paſſions and Prejudices, at the very Time you 
aſk Aſſiſtance from God to reſiſt them; or, which is lit» 


dle better, that you do not aſk or expect, that God ſhould 


A you to aft a aa Patt, while you are 
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f you will endeavour to follow them. 2 rot 97 x IN 
As to thoſe Reflections you may fear on deſerting 
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pocriſy, and the other high Preſumption: 75 
Theſe Advices may be of great Uſe on many Occa- 


ons; and particularly on this; and therefbre L hope 


vour Party, and returning to the Church, dare not 


promiſt thatrthey will not happen; as little can I ſay 
that you can he unconcerned about them: But this I 


may ſafely aſſure ou of, that tho! Fools may laugh, and 


wicked Men rail at you; yet the Wiſe and the Good, 
whoſe judgment ought far more to be valued, will 
prove of your Conduct. And if from an unfeigned =» 
_ Senſe: of your Duty, a tender Regard, to the Peace and 
Proſperity of the Church, you ate deſirous to be re- 
ceived into her Boſom, { 
your own Conſcienees will applaud you highly, and 
God and the holy Angels will look upon yo with De- 


ap! | 


good Men will welcome you, 


light. I could multiply Motives and Arguments to this 
Purpoſe, but it is needleſs; and therefore: will con- 
clude all with one Exhortation from the Apoſtle, which 
there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, ifiany\com+ 
fort of love, if any fellowfhip of the Spirit, if any 


bowels and merci: fulßl yt my joy, tbat pe be likes 
_ minlded; having the ſame love, being of © 


ne accord; of 
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As for yas who bogs Nee joined, but ineline to 
join the Seceflion * vou are: ſueh as do not mind Re- 
ligion, or mind it no farther than to make a Noiſe and 


Stir about it, ye are not the Perſons I am preſentiy 
concerned with; and nothitig I can ſay will divert you 


from following your own Way, running to Sermons 

and Sacraments as ye. do to public Fairs, and running 

after favourite Miniſters from the Tent tothe Kirk, 

and from the Kirk to the Tent, as your e 
3 lit 


Ve will, in ſpite of all Advice and Adn 


greedily to all the Complaints ybu bear of f 
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and Parliament, of the Nobilityd and Geritry; and! of 


the Church, upon Subjects you know little about; and 
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petal 8 "9 or iryounre ita 
With his Meaſures, yon will go to the Seteſſion; and if 
vour Miniſter is wiſe; he will let you go, itbelng of little 
 Canſequence- what: Church you belong to, if ir 
vou ee to any Church at all. But if; ye are Men 
fearing God, conſcientious and. well-meaning Perſdns, | 
then I charge you to beware of what you do; it being 


much eaſier to ſtep aſide, than aſter ane has fallen into 


| By-paths, to recover the right Road again. Tou will 
ſay that the Seceders are very good 5 and 1 be- 
lieve there are good People among them; but remem- 
ber the common Saying, That all is not Gold which 

gliſtera. He is not always the. ſtouteſt Man who wears 

the: boldeſt Look, nor is he the kindeſt Man who makes 5 
the faireſt Show of Kindneſs, nor he the honeſteſt an 
who talks moſl about Honour and Honeſty; neither is 
he the holieſt Perſon who has the greateſt Air and Ap- 
pearance of Sanctity. By their ; wits ſhall ve know 
them, ſays our bleſſed Saviour.” It is not your .'Pro- | 
vince or mine to judge who are good, and who arte 
bad men, any further than they diſcover: themſelves 
by their Actions. We muſt all ſtand before the Judg- 

„ of Chriſt, where every one muſt, anſwer for 


bimſelf, and not for another. Therefore judge no- 


thing before: the Time; but judge this rather, that no 


Man put a Stumbling · block, or an Occaſion of falling 


in his Neighbour's Way. Te are, I ſuppoſe, conſci · 


entious and well · meaning Perſons, and if you go to 


the Seceſſion, or ſhew an Inclination to go, hens Ex» 
ample may have Influence on ſome who have as | 
Right to follow) their Inclination as you; and leit 


Example may alſo have Influence on others; and ſo the 


greateſt Confuſion and Diſturbance will be Nee r 
to the great Diſcredit of Religion. 
Tou will ſay, That you are moſt ediſſed by the Sece- 


ding Preachers; by which I underſtand, that you are 
better pleaſed with their Manner of Preaching. But let 


me obſerve to you, that we are not always ediſied moſt 
with what pleaſes us beſt. For as that Food is not al- 
v the * and oat nouriiing, which * 
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the moſt palatable; banda as choſe vibe not a. 
thriving Way. who cannot reliſh-plain Food, ſo:ove 
ſpiritual Edification is beſt: promoted when we atei:dif 
poſed to receive ſound Doctrine, from any Miniſter of _ 
blameleſfs: Life. It is natural, I confeſs, for every : 

to wiſh to have the beſt Teachers; bur it is net poſ⸗ 5 
ſible, and it is too common now- a· days, for every. 
one to inſiſt for Miniſters to their Taſte and Liking⸗ 
But it is criminal in a high Degree, to difturb the Peace =_ 

af the Church, for the ſake; of qur Taſte and Liking; * 
and he is but ill inſtructed in his Duty as a Chriſtian, 
who will not give up ſome things which may appear 
moſt edifying to himſelf, for the Edification of the 

Body of Chriſt, and the Preſervation of that ſtrict Con: 
nection, and beautiful Harmony, and good Order, which 

ought to ſubſiſt betwixt all its Members, and by Ne 
it groweth up to the edifying of itſelf in Love. 
Tou will ſay, That whether we join the Seceſſion, 3 
continue in the eſtabliſhed. Chureh, we ovght' to love 
one another as Cbriſtians, and as (Brethren in Chriſt 

Jeſus. But there is a great deal of Self. deceit in that 

Way of ſpeaking; for there is a wide Difference be? 

twixt what we ought and what we will do. How rare- 8 

ly, do wo ſee that brotherly Love ſo much inſiſted on in 1 

Scripture, prevail among Perſons of different Commu- ' 

nion? They may behave. well enough as Neighbours, 

Friends, and Acquaintances; though, dy the by, their 

different Religions, as they call it, has an ill Influence 
on their Behaviour in all theſe reſpects, and is ſome» 
times ſeen to cool the Affections even of Blood · rela· 1 
tions. But however they may behave in all -thefe re» 15 
ſpects, they but ill acquit themſelves: as Chriſtians ; 6 | 
ay nothing of thoſe vile Slanders, Reproaches; Taunts, 
and Jeers, with which the Scum of: both Parties enter 
tain themſelves. Even good Men themſelves, though 
they may behave to each other with Moderation and 
Decency, yet ſeldom with that Gordiality which be- 
comes their Characters; and generally with a Coldneſs, 
a:Strangeneſs, and a Diſtance, hich ill becomes the 

Friends and Brethren of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. When 

N they 
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$23 Br i. 
8 due dividve) Gourſes.a0d; ſeparate l 1 
nions; talk of brotherly Love, they either do not mean x 
ſinderely, or do not attend to What they ſay; for the 5 
Thingiis impracticable. It is natural, it is unavoidable 
to us, to have different [Judgments and Opinions; and 
that our holy Religion allows: For, ſays the Apoſtle, 
kt every mam be perfuaded in his ming.” But to ſplit in- 
to Parties, and carry the Matter of our Differences ſa 
fart as to ſet up ſeparate Communions, is not conſiſtent 
vinh Chriſtianity; and to pretend at the. ſame Time to 
regard each other ab Brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, is hard- 
* * with common Senſe and common Hone- 
_ iy: Will a Man refuſe to fit down with me at the 
Lord's Table, and yet own me for a Chriſtian? Or wil 
be tent me as an excommunicate Perſon, as a Heathen 
Man and a Publican, and expect that I am to em- 
brace him with the cordial Affection of a Chriſtian? No, 
my Friends; theſe Things are incompatible. Theſe 
Abſurdities and: Contradictions are the Inventions of 
5 Ally Men, to ſay no worſe, and have no Countenance 
. from our holy Religion. We are commanded to with! 
| dra from thoſe: who diſown our bleſſed Saviour, ot 
f obſtinately perſiſt. in ſcandalous Practices, but not from 
4 anyrgood Chriſtian. We are indulged the Liberty of 
| judging! differently, yea and of regulating our private 
; Practice by our private Judgment but I: defy any Man 
ö 
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to produce any Scriprure. authority for good Chriſtians ]. 
ſetting up different Communions, founded upon their * 
different! Opinions: or Inclinations. And this Practice, 
however little regarded at preſent, will be found one 
; of the Defections and Backſlidings of our Day. The 
i Apoſtles, who by the Iriſpiration of God were fully in- 
formed of the Genius of our Religion, and of the Genius 
of human Nature, are moſt pathetic in their Declära- 
tions againſt theſe diviſive Courſes. Vou ſeem to think 
that there is no Harm im countenancing the Seceſſion; 
but read Rom. xv. 5. Now the God of patience. and con 
ſalatiun grant you to be lite minded one toward another, 1 
according to Chriſt peſus; and 1 Cor. i. 10. 1172. | 
m_— "eſters. you, brethren, ” the name of our Lord 
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1 Clhnif,cthar'ye all bee ; 
ere be nd diviſians among you';\but that 


ge 
Joineu together im the ſame. re ee in the ame „ 
1 N Far it hath been deolured uunto me of you: m ⸗Wꝰmꝰu.1 

thren, by them which are f the houſe of Chloe, ub 


lere are. contentions among yau. I 


very one N you 


a , ub 4 
ith,: Tum af Paul, aud 1 


ani I card i of: Griſt. . tr Ohh eee, 


war Pant! crucified) for you or ure ye Habe 
te name of Paul ? pa e, . Now Ihe 


yon, brevhriny muse thenrnubich.cauſe deff d M, 


fences, rontramy to the doctrine nubiob ye havefearued; 
and avoid rhem. For they thut ane ſuch, fenus vn gur. 
Lord Fefus dini, but their dun ball,; and by _ 
eee ſpeeches decerve the hearts f ple. 
As to the Buckilidings and Deſtctions of — 
: if ye-aretndrftiefied with what I haverfaid: alreadpoon 
: Pr BOY let me aſte you, Whether) ye yourſelvesare 
_ blamaldſs & The Church of i Soortznd is, ono! doubrp ili, 
able to Defections and Backs Forwhat is the 
Church of Schund, or hat is ay Chriſtian Church, 
or Society: of iChtiſtians, but a Body of Wenk falible 
Men; who, inifpite of all their Care andiPregautiony | 
muſt be ind euntinual Danger of deviating from the 
fügte ? And hat are ye, /whoithus:'comphain ofthe De- 
fections of the Church, but as weak, as falliblepas in: 
10 S e in ſpite of all your moſt ſo- 
temn'Reſotnions: ugagements, are peepernall 
backfliding und deviating from the Right?) Neill be. 
oomes thoſe wWhBU are about with »Ih firmity, 
to exclaim againſt the Infirmities of their Brethren: 
And wit regard to 'the:Ghurchtelpecially;i it“ eg 
private Perſons to be modeſt and reſerved 
Backſlidings and Defections. You will alk; ; —— 
you are to obſerve a ſinful Silence with regard to the 
Church? No; but there is a ſinful Speaking as well as 
a ſinful Silence; and if, as Solomon obſerves, in the 
. * words there wanteth\not ſin, you are in 
of running into much Sin, when you 
0 "the L Lide to as ITN do, on _ Mea · 
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e Decibon of the Church. 1 wodidabriimpo 
\_ ence: on) Children, with regard td the Faults 


inne 


_ ofaheir Father; or Mother, or near Relations. And if 
Lund Gbildren diſpoſed tarun away from the Family, 
ot ateount of the Faults, real or ſuppoſed, o their Pa · 
rents or Kindred, I would direct them tor Better and 
 wiſer:Ganr&; to take care af. their own, god Behavi- 


our and to endeavour, by modeſt Remonſtrances, tor. 
hbeiog about a Reformation of what might be amiſs in, 


the Family, and ſilently regret what could not be re- 
formed but not to hearken to evil Suggeſtions, and 
by mo means to deſert their Kindred, or make a Breach: 
in heit Fami; becauſe that was undutiful and unna- 
. tural} and might be attended with many bad Conſeri 
quences/ and hardy could produce any that were goods 
And hat would ſayto them, I ſay to you Aud if you 
art tie Parſons I takeryoii for; if your have the Mode · 
Fi abe Kang, the Docility of. Lemper, which is al- 
ways found in the Children of Gad, and retain any 
EFind Affection for your Chriſtian Brethræn, and Mo- 
ther- church, I have ſaid enough to keep you: from the: 
Seceſſn, and ſo continne uin the: Gotpayunion of 
the e +; e en e ee o e n 
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God of peace that brought: Ag rom the. 


Ws | deed ſourt Lord Teſs s that great Shepherk af tt Heep 


through the blood ¶ the everlaſting covenant; mute - you, 
 perfettiv tuery goad noarł de de bis auill, working in 
you that which . 1e lh pikuſeng iu his fights thmugh je- 

Crit 7-yo-whont herglany for euer and auer Amen. 
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ents; But would have them madaſt: Atich cet 
_ Ervcey: and Mould not like thoſe Children vᷣiho ſhewed 
600 rear a Diſpoſition to liſten to, or publiſi the Faults. 
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